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University of Michigan forum ‘devalues
the #BlackLivesMatter movement,’
students say

A routine debate on Tuesday hosted by a
University of Michigan debate club was DON'T MISS A THING
effectively shut down after a throng of Subscribe to receive email updates.
protesters stormed the event and
repeatedly shouted over participants,
claiming the topic on whether Black Lives
Matter is harmful to racial relations is too
racist and bigoted to be discussed.
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Holding signs with statements such as “my
life is not a debate” and “black lives are not
up for debate,” as well as chanting “Black
Lives Matter,” hundreds of protesters filed
into the room where the Michigan Political
Union, a non-partisan parliamentary forum
that facilitates discussions about
contemporary issues, was just beginning its
debate Tuesday night.

Michigan Political Union’s President student
Joshua Strup had attempted to hold the
door into the venue closed as those at the
debate heard the crowd of protestors
approaching, as the room was already filled
to capacity, but to no avail. The protesters
burst through and stood along the room’s
four walls as well as the walkways between
chairs.

Comments and yelling ensued between the
protesters and Strup, as well as student
moderator Carlos Owens, both of whom
attempted to quiet the crowd. But the
protesters would not be silenced. They
shouted out a series of chants after they
entered the room, including “racists hurt
race relations,” “black lives are not up for
debate, and neither is mine,” and “if you are
neutral in situations of injustice, you have
chosen the side of the oppressor.”

After their shouting spree, they laid on the
ground to conduct a die-in

demonstration. Thereafter, whenever a
debate participant tried to speak, they
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would shout over them. Much of their
comments were laced with profanity.

TheCollegeFix.com: UMich debate on Black Lives Matter shut do...

“You're irrelevant [because] you’re white,”
one protester shouted as student debater
Jacob Roodvoets attempted to issue the
speech he had prepared.

Roodvoets managed to get a few lines of his
speech uttered, including: “If you’re a poor

Appalachian, white transgender, I want to
support you. We need to address these
issues with a broad face movement, a
movement that incorporates all
Americans.”

But when Roodvoets stated he was a
supporter of the “All Lives Matter
Movement,” he was immediately
interrupted with jeers and vulgar
comments. Owens, the student moderator,
attempted to regain what little order was
left in the room, but was unsuccessful.
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Protesters also stomped their feet and
continued with various chants, such as “no
justice, no peace.” This continued for nearly
an hour, and as such the debate could not
proceed as planned.

The event itself was the subject of
controversy even hefore it began when the
University of Michigan Central Student
Government released a statement that
called the debate topic bigoted. The student
government also referenced racist posters
found on campus last week (that stated
white girls should not date black men) in its
denunciation of the debate.

“[Firom a planned debate that devalues the
#BlackLivesMatter movement to the overt
racism of the aforementioned posters, we
are forced once again to confront bigotry
here at Michigan,” the student government
stated.

The official debate prompt read:
“Resolution: Black Lives Matter is harmful
to racial relations in the United States.”
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When Owen’s banged the gavel to close the
debate, the crowd again jeered and called
out, with one female protester shouting:
“We are underrepresented by people like
you who are of privilege and won’t let us
talk. What’s the point of open dialogue
then?”

In an interview after the debate, student
protester Raenell Williams said she was
angry because she felt she was not invited
or wanted at the event.

“For me, the reason I commented and
decided to protest, was because I don’t
believe it’s fair for someone who doesn’t
attend our meetings, isn’t involved in the
Black Lives Matter movement, and is
privileged to decide whether or not our
movement is harmful to race relations in
the United States,” Williams said.

Protesters were not only made up of
current University of Michigan students,
but also alumni and even local Pioneer High
School students. Estimates put the crowd of
demonstrators at anywhere from 250 to 450
participants, many of whom could not fit
into the debate venue and remained in the
lobby.

Following the debate, Strup said he was
disappointed with the outcome.

“Obviously we are a little disappointed not
able to have a good and structured
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conversation to enable greater
understanding of both sides, but we did
adhere to university policy of diversion and
equity,” he said. “We believe in all voices
being heard and I hope that the people who
were here and those who read about it are
able to move our society forward.”

Some students also voiced additional
frustrations with the turn of events.

“[The student government] has acted in a
pathetically small-minded way, taking sides
when they ought to represent all students’
interests — including their right to
assemble and engage in political speech,
especially in such an acrimonious and

divisive election cycle,” Deion Kathawa,
editor of the n/hchm‘nq Roview, ctated on

L S ¥ )

Facebook. ... The student government has
decided that it’s a good idea to effectively
denounce a debate on a topic because some
people feel triggered that it’s happening, on
a public university campus.”

MORE: Protesters hijack conservative
student meeting, call them ‘white
supremacists’

MORE Student called Whlte h*tch told

pt,'ht Dy ) . 5Js','ga’"); ga('create’, 'UA-34080913-1', "auto'); g
Jectus=H i =:-- X , PRt 4604 ght margin- “hottom: 40px; margm-left 20px}
stLight. optlons {"pPy "Hi fLcd- e463-4b8 8de4-

ed. Your daily dos = d news and commentary from across the nation Donate

rrectness Po itics Racial 1ssues Religion Second Amendment Sex Ed Sexual Assault Sports
are381 6 Universit f Mlchl n forum ‘devalues the #BlackLivesMatter
Ph RS RES ) sptand bigoted to be discussed. Holdm%mgns with
lustheginning its debate Tuesday night. Michigan
THEHER TS ne-walkways between chairs. Comments and yelling
ice relau@a]’]tb&l pgfegm r.habate and neither is mine,” and “if you are neutral in

http://www.thecollegefix.com/post/29212/ 10/5/2017



Campus debate on Black Lives Matter called racist, shut down by protesters (VIDEO) - T... Page 7 of 10

ecause} you’re white,” one protester shouted
i ' : orates all Americans.” But when Roodvoets
pcﬂ;tbmr[fwatﬂéﬂ contmued with various chants, such as “no justice, no peace.” This continued
T'he student government also referenced racist posters found on campus last week (that stated

the student government stated. The off1c1a1 debate ol read “Resolutlon Black Lives Matter
| [ k]

i T A AT Fik a1} 3 Shnpn{:r{' ‘

o areaTan

. &M 2017 WHT A The LES W
. Col ege Fix on Face ook  Follow us on Tw1tter googletag cmd ush(function()
e professors identify as conservative. survey finds Professor dubbed alt- right architect placed on
egeﬁx varifisqus_title ﬂﬂiarﬁm&adeﬁﬁte on Black Lives Matter called racist, shut down by
IS authen;tlcated */ this.]Janguage = ", this.callbacks.onReady.push(function 0 { /] sync
de. 1nsertBetore(scr1pt firstScript); }); 'if (dlSCLUS _config_custom) { dlsgus config_custom. call
)]) appendChlld(dsq) No; googletag cmd. pus (functlon() { googletag.display( chv-gﬁnt ad-

S : gader gap: Men lag in humanitie ages,
ite people on how to ‘understand’ black
#led news and commentary from across the
xual Assault Sports Technology White
ri=0,url; i< nodes.length; i++) { if (nodes
disqus thread }lvars=
ow._stq | | []; _stq.push([ 'view’,

fedpad . YRRy in-line; width: 60%:; float: left; font:
prospectus-img {ud P h18&width: 100% timportant; ;margin-
FEE .01 Hle1ag.cmd.g jachEan() { googletag.display('div-gpt-ad-
: Lt e culbioy Faminism Froe Spgsid iaid Life Healthcare Higher Ed Bubble Higher
i % oft Racinl sy ues Carg g Black Lives Matter called racist, shut down
hjit dowy w0 wl LIDieste i vent and repeatedly shouted over
‘ui- ks Of prou l room where the Michigan Political Union, a
as the room was already filled to ca%acny,
%{. %%ﬁgm t be silenced. They shouted out a series of chants
@9 iereafter, whenever a debate %artmpant tried to
Jéﬂﬂlmﬂh ﬂﬁH’ eeapRIESAENincluding: “If you're a poor Appalachian, white transgender,
ad vulgar comments Owens, the student moderator, attempted to regain what little order was left
ntroversy evep hafore i i witen the U;alverm of Michigan Central Student Government
les the #BlacHEiiRgNG ' fbthelpvert racism oft e aforementioned posters, we are
owd againjeered*d H-oRe- female protester shoutmg “We are underrepresented
e reason I comments nas because I don’t believe it's fair for someone
y of Michigan studéi agt=val local Pioneer High School students. Estimates
ted nbeableito ha : jaured convgrsation to enable ﬁreater understanding of both
ST atic 1S, “[Thes Mdent government] has acted in a pathetically
mgSa s decided that it’s a good idea to effectively
e nts who openly sugport Trump censored,
aculty members who ousted pro-free speech
L 12 hiths : X. 9212'; var disqus_container_id =
€ onReady: fireswhene rythm eady, onNewComment: fires when a new
,rfs‘%fvraeaenzs NC_COMIENTS&PE spvar firstScrip L=

= frue;’ 1 &3 107 ?fomfembed s :
0T Tl m ibe to recelve email updates. Subscribe Most
eec

13-143152
nts for s & .mgnme uproar, ro]ls out pro-free’s guide October 2, 2017 Professor who
piiant emsa%lﬁLA)shameMWe Should Know? Send A News Tip googletag1 .cmd.push
gerleonbererwli usted gibifebspaeidinproeasspeech Greek Life Healthcare Higher Ed Bubble
he Student Free Press Assocmtlon Copyright © 2017 The College Fix, all rights reserved. Privacy
[1 paren ode-setattnbuteﬁdata"dls ussidentifier’y nodes(i]. getAttrlbute( data-dsqidentifier’));

1SqUS.E m.-‘count s (document. g ementsB agName( HEAD"Y[0] | |

534715' '29212" ]); ShareThis Copy and Paste

http://www.thecollegefix.com/post/29212/ 10/5/2017



Campus debate on Black Lives Matter called racist, shut down by protesters (VIDEO) - T... Page 8 of 10

| - ] i cuk Fe 80 e o

Only 7 percent of Yale professors identify as
conservative, survey finds

Professor dubbed alt-right architect placed on
leave after controversial statements

ADD TO THE DISCUSSION

http://'www.thecollegefix.com/post/29212/ 10/5/2017



Campus debate on Black Lives Matter called racist, shut down by protesters (VIDEO) - T... Page 9 of 10

Comments Community .

& Recommend [# Share Sort by Best

Start the discussion.

Be the first to comment.

(4 Subscribe
0 Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAdd

B Privacy

Comments Community

Sort by Best

ORIGINAL. STUDENT REPORTED. YOUR DAILY DOSE OF R/GHT-MINDED NEWS AND
COMMENTARY FROM ACROSS THE NATION

http://www.thecollegefix.com/post/29212/ 10/5/2017



Campus debate on Black Lives Matter called racist, shut down by protesters (VIDEQ) -... Page 10 of 10

COPYRIGHT ® 2017 THE COLLEGE FIX, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. PRIVACY POLICY

http://www.thecollegefix.com/post/29212/ 10/5/2017



